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Acquaintance met the|_|in I 936 

but did not know them as CP m emh^rR. 
Another acquaintance knew the 
as CP members in middle 1930'S, dUe 
to association'and activities, but 
did, not know specli'ic CP unit to which 
tl’ey helon<7e!-!. Other acquaintances 
Interviewedj no"' a- yare of q> sympathy 


b7C 


oi'i the part of the 


5 


-p- 


DETAILSs 


feE»CY.JL <-^ ^ ^ . 
REQ. KzC' D Jer/J -- —^ 

REP'I 
BY. 

IOl' 


Unless otherwise noted, all informants mentioned b7C 
herein are of known reliability. 
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5au"XB5*'ODfH!tJfC^Begiste red) 

1 - Il'iS, San Francisco (Registered) 

2 - St. Louis (Registered) 

3 - San Francisco (6^-1)387) 


fhe FBI and are not to be 













SP 65-2U27 
SF 65-ii387 


that she 



San Francisco, advised 

T.rh<ar> -Hia-ir uoyia T»og^l^^w 

met 

-in 10'^/ 



sne stated that her line or interest in 


pnoiograpny was in portraiture, while theirs was more in social or 
documentai:5>" photography . 


in 

the 


I 


olitics 


or social causes and 
attitude along these 


advised that she was not particularly interested 


could furnish little 
lines 


ing persons as among those known by her to be 


•T 


formation as to 
recalled tt ^e follow- 
acquaintarices of the 


3 


WILLIAI' ABBENSETIf., 73 Telegraph Place, photographer, 
employed on a WPA project at one time, photographed 
San Francisco houses and recently lived in New York 
for several years. 



who lived near the 


in the middle 1930's. 




DOROTHEA LANGE.TAYLOR, Documentary Photographer. 


RE* 


WILLIAM 
-^ 




Photographer. 


•BHENSETH, 



A report of the San Francisco Retailers' Credit Association dated 
December 11, 1939, concerning ABiSS-'^SETH, then age forty-fifty, reflects 
that he was then assistant supervisor. Art Pi-oject Department, M>A, li2nd 
and Judah, Oan Francisco, and had been eiTpl^jy^'^there four years. 

Eis wife's name was given as MARGARET was no^d that a 
marriage licenseJiad been, issued August 3, 1.9^ toJCCLLIAM HfflCTMBENSSTH, 
JR, and MARGARSI^iOCRSv^fece ari{K^te of m£rliaSB^p^i6^~sfiowru ^’iTwii'^'' 
Kvorced from h-l^first wife, ELLErN^JfSjBEJ^SETH-. ^^tant report reflected 
their current address as 1665 Vallejo Stre‘et,l.^KmFrancisco, with previous 
addresses at 305 a Filbert Street; 1218 Montgomery Street; aiid 1355 Taylor 
Street, all San Francisco, as well as lli Eenlo Park, Berkeley, Califomia. 
It was stated that ABBENSETH and wife were living with his mcUier at the 
current address. 
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b7C 

b7D 


v;as bcra 


married 



Zf.LTj7LOn ^S^3'PV ■■^ T*f:»r»rvr'r} c cj . • j -v 

according to Immigration 


She 


|i,dvised in Decamber, 19U3> that 


Siin Francisco 

and his wife, known as [ | were members of the Beach Club 

of the Cominunist Party in ISin Freincisco. .. 


The Cominunist Party* has been cited by the Attorney General as a 
subversive organization which seeks to altar the forin of Government of the 
United States by un-Constitutional moans. 


A report of the Sa n Francisco Retailers* Groriit Association hated 


July 13, 19 ) 49 , reflects thatl I 




RF; MiS, DORCTIlg^S^xNC^ml-ILOR ' ' 


Mrs. TAYLOR was born May 26^ .1895 at Ito^okon,-Mew Jer.seyj nd 
is presently the wife* of Prpbessp^ pit UI. SCHUSmi^.YLO R. Chairman of the 
Department of Eco .vmics, ItortreriMy of Cai ifornilr (U.C.) at Berkeley. 

Tho U,C. Index of Publications written, by faculty members, 
reflects that Professor TaYLOR has publistiod material dealing with 
seamen*s labor matters on the Pacific Coast, the problems of farm laborers, 
and of Mexican migratorj? farm laborers. 


I ___ I Berkeley, has advised 

that he belxoved that Mrs. ‘LiYLOFt illustrated some of the publications 
of Professor TAYIDR and expressed the personal opinion that these were 
”propat?anda photographs in that by adroit use of lighting, composition, 
and subject matter, t'rs. TAYLOR had conveyed a very dismal and depressing 
view of exploitation of migratory laborers by largo and wealthy agricultural 
interests*** 


The re^cords of the Alameda County Retailers* Credit Association 
reflect that DOROTHEA LANGE was a Government photographer in 1939. 


Wien interviewed by tlie FBI in February, 19ii2,_ 

mentioned Professor rand Mrs. TiYIjOR as among their few acquaintances# 


^ 6 - 




SF 65-2ii27 

65-ii387 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 


this publication .due to certain disagreements.over its contents, SF | | 

stated that H/i.RHw^UI'JDBERG of the Sailers Union of the Pacific (SIIP)> did 
not feel that tho^UP was getting enough coverage. 



advised that he 1 

lad been acauainted with 


d above) 

1 ._ » j 

and his wife and 


and believed them to o 


Party members. He stated that h e did not know whether th^ 
acquainted with| ~l He pointed out thatl 


I SO that it WQ-uld appear logical that he 
wouia De ncquaxntea with photographers interested .in Cemmunist activities. 

-1 jrcmGrnboTi.d meeting I wko resided 

on_, San Francisco at cne time, and 

a photographer^at a dance sponsored by the American Russian Institute and 
held in a hall Iccated in t.ho 1800 block of California Street between Polk 
and Van Noss^ soiaetime in the middle 1930^ He stated that he did not know 
i}jhebher they were acquainted with thel I ;V a pa’ 


I as a Gorman who ^^ran w ith the 
I th-Tt. he did net know | |erp loyment 

Iwas acqualr^ted with the 


|rocalled 



aal crowdsbut si 

patod 

th'it. he 


at that time or wi ..ther 


I dwEcribed as one of the early artists 

in the Comuiiist itil. vemtjnt bA agiin ne sif^id h e did not specifically know 
Tfdiether vjas acquainted v/ith the 

*— * C't^^tkzT— -’ V _ 

_ I ~ stated that ho did not rec all persons name^_or 

as acquaintances of the| |cr as interested in Communist 

rar^y aiiairO Ho stated that he knew' iJORO'lupli. LaNGE (TA YT.0R). but did 
ne t know the extE.nt of her acq uaintance with the I \ if any. Ihe name 

of I vras not familiar to nim. 

'- _ __ 

_ advised that he had no knowledge cf the employ^ 

ment in the middl.e 1930's cr their places of residence. I- 


since the 1 


_I has been roDo? 

!, according to 
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advised triaT 


ecame acQuaiUtc 


I_[recalled visitingj_j 

rdsidoncc on twc occasionvS. The date of tlie first occasion was not recalle d 
except that it was prior to the suco'nd visit | [ 

and was in tiMi'.' summertime, Apparently, ti erafore, the first visit was in 
the summer of either 19lt3, 19lilt. or 19li'?. The only persons present cn this 
occasion wore 

The £.;ce id visi t was reoe-l led __ 

when a dinner was held at I I residence I I 


Iracalloo the fcllewing persons as being present 


Professor TA7L0R and v/ifo (be'Jievod noimed DOT, formerly a 
photographer wiio was possibly once associated 
with '’Life" Magazine, who had had an operation 
shortly before this affair.) (See DOBOTNEii LiiNGE 
TAYLOR above); 

rhe TiiYLORfe' teen-age son (name lot recalled); 

11 younv woman (name not recalled) from ^'Life" Magazine in 
San Franciscc.l 








SF 6$-2h27 
SF 65-U387 


bz 

hlC 

b7D 


advised that it was her belief that 


interested xn news photography as distinguished from dccuinentary phe 


were 


begraphy. 


stated that their c onversations with th e 


I _isxauea ^nat, tneir c onvet 

been primarily concerniag photography and| 
cn matters ijhich would reveal t hol ^atti 

the Sovi et Union . I [stated that she 


pad 


rather tlian 

_ ttitude toward Communism or 

stated that she had no reason to believe 


the Sovi et Uniop . 

that the| weVe sympa-Dnetic toward Communism or the U, S.S.R. 

I- 

thoF 


advised that when she first became acanainted with 


I wey^; ].lying with 


Knew WMre, 


elsewhere in tewn, though she did not 


to bcjcomc 


advisO'']. that she did net know how [ 


^’Life” I^igazine, tho\:^^h possibly thro ugh f 

^ y-. -f* 4 - *1 l»T J! ^ If ... I- X __t_^ 


attached to 

£5ee above), one of the original ''LiJfe" photographer^ 


happened 


of the 


X 


menticned the foil ■olnc as to the known acquaintances 
cf the ”Tj.me-Liio”. St'in Francisc o 


OiTice 


_I an acquaintance in the 1930's, a free 

lance photographer, later employed by "Life" 
Magazine. 

DORCTHEii LUGE ThXLOR, menticned above. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


vilfc 1 


REPORT MADE BY 


charI 


b7C 


ESITONAQE - R 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 




SECURITY INFORl'-IATTON - 




'o attended mee^xngs ox xne xnaepen a^jiib xr o^x^SHive ra r tv 5TRr~5QnQma 




bl 



b7C 

b7D 


]a friend of 


Count 3 E_Psflce Council in Apill and May, 1953,^_^_ 

th q [ advised that they have never indicated any Coranronist Party 
r^ership. He said thd b re still in the IPP in Soneiaa County. 
Correspondence, pf thq |frcra January to June, 1953 set out. Back 


_ 1 ^ _ ^ ___ 

rac^^ of tte^_pccount do not reflect any transactions other than V 

legitimate business concerns. Department of lib tor Vehicles, State of /' 
Califomia, reflects tiiro automobiles and one cackuD truck repistered 

thel I “ 7 '- 

0 ^7 cf/^yir/s- 5 b7c 

y/s 0 - ^ 

'=fMf/s-y3 



I 

I. 


n 

^ /■/. 
I f' 

frf^l 

j 


'L:y 


- p .i 


ij 


t 


■r 

tP 


I ^ 


OECUSWO® 
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SF 65-2U27 
SP 65-1387 



_,have been more or less o straclaed by some of the Independent 

Progressive Party membersl i Rosa because someone started rumors 
insinuating that ] I were informants for the FBI and that their 
trip to ^lurona-a^few years ago h ad been paid by the FBI • In spite 


> ^ 

of tMs«| I said j j are stm wAnihAyg grtnH «t^T|^^^T 1 g 

with the Ind epencLent Fro gressive Party! [also 


advised that] _jhave egBPistited al>out the treatme nt gi-ron t hem 

by tl w FBI durin g their trip to Europe several years ago, [advised 

that I I claimed that the FBI surveiUed them wh erB"=ever the y went 

throughout Europe and had ■tbeir luggage tom apart idien 

3C" 


through customs inspection on their retu rn to the IMited states^ 


noted that 
joined the 



went 
It is 


advised that he had 


San Francisco^has furn ished the below set ou t information 


jiad no information 


regarding correspondence received by 
in addition to what is set out and hsia no Knowieage or the purposes of liiis 
cor re sponttence * 


Date 

ie/i5/52 


From 


935 Market Street 
San Francisco 
Room 600 

j 

i 


R^narks 


_[advised this was an 

announcement and read an 
follows: "Dr, and Mrs, JOHN 
ADAMS EIICSBBBI invite you 
to a reception for EDWIN and 
ISCBEL CErOffilY just returned 
from a months tour of China, 
Asian-Pacific Peace Conference 
in Peking, 'Siacty Hours Prom 
Peking* first public report 
on New,China —1952 Saturday, 
December 20 - 7:30 P.M,, 

New Hose Room, l50 Golden 
Gate Avenue, Refreshments 
Donation $1,00". 

Btdlding dLrectoiyat 935 
Market Street reflects that 
Rom 600 is occupied by the 
Northern California Peace 
Council, which has already 
been described in this report. 
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23/53 

'27/53 
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b7C 

b7D 

'27/53 

'll»/53 

'iV53 

'llt/53 

/19/53 

/19/53 



This is the known address 
of the attnt«r 


has reported 


previc 
to the 


has advised that 
received payinants of 
IpIOD^in Aijgust, 19h9 and 
taoU in October, 19U9 from 
the America n Russian 
Institute. | ~[ 3id not 

know the purpose for these 
payments* The American 
Russian Institute has al¬ 
ready been d escribed in 
this report. 

No r ecord identif iable 
with I [located 

in the files of this office# 

_jadvised in Decaiw 

ber, 19U3 that 
and his wife were iJBinusra ' 
of the North Beach Club 
of the Coimnunist Party in 
San Frandseo. 


No r ecord iden tifiable 
with I I was located 

in the indices of the 
San Francisco Office, 



DOROTHEA LANOE When interviewed hy the 

1163 Euclid Avenue FBC February. 1952, 

Berkeley# California I mentioned 

D0RarHEir*IANQEarA110R as 
one of her few acquaintances. 


9 
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hor.e and never indicated to her bv conversation or in arcr other 
manner that he was acquainted with 


advised that it is her opinion that| 


may have oeenengaged 
in some Communist type activity during that period, bat she has no 
def inite inf ormation to this effect and has no inforraatdon to indicate 
whoI [Communist friends may have beena 


It is 

has advised that 



an Franciscoj 
[irere srierabers 


of unknown reliability, 
of the V/ater Front Section 


of the Communist Party in San Francisco in 1933i 


San Franciscd 


_ of known reliability, advised that the 

I [reflec ted no un- 


usual activity during June, July, and August, 1953» I I advised 



The California Committee on un-American Activities in its 
report l$h7 cited the International Book Shop, San Francisco as, 

”the Communist Party book center in the Bay Area for the distribution 
of its literature*" 


San Francisco of unk nown reliabil ityji furnished the 
below set out infoimation regarding correspondence *| 

had no information other than what is set out and had no knowledge 
of any significance of the information furnished* 


b2 

b7 

hi 


A pproximate Date 
June 15, 1953 
July 30, 1953 


To From 


II If 

U'fc 3/s noted as firdVibUfiJiy SSt 
out that the se persons are 
relatives ofl I 


- U - 
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Approximate Date 

Julj 16 , 1953 


Ju3y 30, 1953 


August 1, 1953 


To 


From 


inoicaped in this "^epcrb [ 


TAs already 


is an uncle of the subject*) 





“rS3n 


above address was a member ef the 


Bjjnhur s t Branc h of tjieJCLJJi 
Alameda Coxinty, Calif* in 19U9«) 


1 X63 Euclid Ave*i Berkeley, Cal x£jt 
(It is noted that ttiisiig^the 
resi ^nce of Doroth eaiT&nge* 
t^hora I motioned 

as o ne cf t fafe f6w acquaintances 
when I I was interviewed 
by the FBI in 1^U2. ) 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 
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